FIRST ANNUAL

STUDENT MEDIA CON
SMC '16

HOST:
WHCS Radio
of Hunter College

THE PITCH
Imagine an event by and for the media leaders of
tomorrow, free of cost and full of resources to reinforce
their media organizations as well as build connections
between them. Student Media Con (SMC'16) provides a
unique opportunity to not only support a non profit public
university event, but also reach a diverse group of
passionate college students destined to be movers and
shakers in the media industry.

EVENT DETAILS
DATE:
5/28/16
TIME:
8:30 AM to 7:30 PM
LOCATION:
Hunter College, 695 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY
ATTENDEES:
Approximately 150 college students, faculty,
and media professionals from the
New York tristate area
ORGANIZERS:
WHCS Radio of Hunter College
asterix* media

ABOUT

Student Media Con (SMC'16) is a conference open to student
media organizations across the City University (CUNY) system
and throughout the tristate area. The purpose of this
conference is to provide a forum for these organizations to get
together, collaborate, and discover new ways to make their
institutions stronger, more diverse, and more successful in the
long run.
The conference will last one day. The day will consist of a
keynote speaker, panel sessions, and caucus sessions. During
the caucus sessions, media organizations from different
campuses will break into groups to discuss the issues they
face, exchange ideas, and build connections. The event will
close off with an
endnote speaker and an optional on campus event hosted
by WHCS Radio of Hunter College.
Breakfast, lunch and a snack will be provided.

VENUE

Rooftop Terrace Dining Hall
The Faculty/Staff Dining Room (also
known as the Rooftop Terrace Dining
Hall) is a large reception hall with
panoramic views of the New York
City skyline.
With capacity for over two hundred
guests, rooftop views of Manhattan,
an outdoor terrace, and a pliable
layout, the Faculty/Staff Dining Room
is an ideal space for this conference.
The majority of the events, including
the opening reception, keynote talk,
lunch, and closing statements, will
take place here.

Panel & Caucus Locations
Select classrooms in Hunter College's West building

TIMELINE
Time

Event

8:30  9:30 AM

Event registration / breakfast

9:30  10:45 AM

Opening Remarks; Keynote Speaker

11:00  12:15 PM

Panel Session 1

12:30  1:30 PM

Lunch

1:30  2:45 PM

Panel Session 2

3:00  5:15 PM

Panel Session 3

5:30  6:30 PM

EndNote, closing statements

6:30  7:30 PM

Reception, get together (optional)

ATTENDEES

We plan to invite media organizations from the following schools:
New York City Area:
New York University, Columbia University, The New School, St. John’s
University, Fordham University, Cooper Union, School of Visual
Arts, Pace University, Parsons School of Design, Manhattan College, City
College, Brooklyn College, Queens College, Borough of Manhattan
Community College, Queens Community College, Brooklyn College,
Lehman College, Baruch College, York, Staten Island College, John Jay
College of Criminal Justice, CUNY School of Journalism, Fashion
Institute of Technology

New York State:
Bard College, Vassar College, Syracuse University, SUNY New Paltz,
SUNY Stony Brook, Rochester University, SUNY Geneseo, SUNY
Binghamton, Cornell University, Ithaca College, Hofstra University, SUNY
Albany, SUNY Cortland, SUNY Fredonia, SUNY Buffalo, New York
Institute of Technology, Westchester Community College

TriState Area:
Rutgers University, Princeton University, Holy Cross College, Dartmouth
College, Boston University, Northeastern University, Penn State, Boston
College, Fairfield University, University of New Haven, University of
Hartford, Seton Hall University, William Paterson University

PANELS

Panel Session I (11:00-12:30 PM)

Student Media Today, Job Tomorrow
How can involvement in student media translate into internship and or
job opportunities in the future? Many students attend college with the
hope their studies and extracurricular activities will lead to employment.
How can media students use the skills they gain as student media
leaders towards developing successful careers both inside and outside
of the media field? The goal of this panel is to invite former student
media leaders to share their experiences.

Diversity & Representation in Media
While mainstream media is often criticized for its lack of
diversity, independent media sources are rife with possibility for
providing platforms to marginalized and often unheard voices and
perspectives. During this panel the main focus will be how to increase
and support diversity within our organizations.

The Role of Media in Human Rights & Activism
The evolving media landscape has changed how human rights abuses
are captured and shared, how movements gain momentum and raise
awareness, and alternatively how governments track dissent. This
panel will explore the role emerging media plays in pushing human
rights efforts forward, and how media and technology can potentially
harm activists as well. Learn what makes some media campaigns more
successful than others, the ethics involved, and how to protect yourself.

PANELS

Panel Session II (1:30- 3:00 PM)
How to Break into Writing

Journalists, writers and editors come together to discuss their
successes, failures, and tips on how to break into the profession. How
do you get your writing onto an editor's desk? What is the difference
between writing online content versus writing for print? With high
competition in the media field, students will hear first hand how to make
their writing stand out.

The Business Side of Media Production
Emerging and established content producers alike require capital to get
their projects off the ground. Today there are more options than ever for
creators seeking funding. Panelists will discuss their tips and tricks to
raising funds, from crowdfunding to grant writing, from sponsorships to
intelligent marketing, as well as how to distinguish your work in broad or
niched target markets.

How to Start a Podcast
Today's most popular podcasts attract millions of devoted listeners each
week. From political breakdowns to creative fiction to gastronomic
debates, there is a podcast out there for everyone. With increasing
advertising demand, a low barrier to entry, and an incredibly diverse
market to tap into, now is the time to enter this rapidly emerging field.
Listen to experienced podcasters break down the basic equipment you
need to get started, how to develop content, build your audience and find
the right sponsors.

PANELS

Panel Session III (3:00-5:30 PM)

The Evolution of Internet Media
From Youtube Stars to Instagram pros, what it means to be a celebrity
and media producer in the Internet age has changed considerably. The
Internet not only changed our lives, but continuously redefines our
interactions with others. Panelists will cover the Internet and media’s
increasingly intertwined role over the years, how the Internet affects their
day to day lives and livelihoods, and what we can expect to see in the
future.

The Role of Media in Education
At home and in the classroom, media has played a major role in
educating youths and adults across the country for decades. Educators
and students alike depend on a variety of tools to learn, from tablets to
Smart Boards to YouTube videos. Panelists will discuss the positives
and negatives of media incorporation in education, how media can be
intelligently used to improve retention, and how recent technological
advancements may or may not change how we learn for the better.

The Future of Media
Technology that used to be deemed science fiction is swiftly becoming a
reality, and more accessible than ever before. Panelists will provide a
sneak peek into what you can expect to see from the media in the years
ahead. Topics will include the integration of gaming and virtual reality
into film and everyday life, the applications of 3D printing, how the
industry will evolve to accommodate technological advancements and
more.

GET INVOLVED
Why should you participate in SMC'16?
Participating students will gain:
Networking Opportunities
Leadership Experience
New perspectives on emerging media fields
Your support will:
Kick off a new Hunter College tradition
Help us pull off a free, 100% student run
conference by and for students passionate
about media
Share your work and experience with a
new generation of media leaders

CONTACT
General Inquiries
info@studentmediacon.org

Organizers
WHCS Radio
whcsradio.org

asterix* Media
asterixmedia.com

*

